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About HIAS 
 
There have never been more people seeking safety and so few places willing to protect and 
welcome them. Over 100 million people are forcibly displaced. Governments should be taking 
responsibility to support them, but instead, their responses are unacceptable. Founded in 1902, 
HIAS is there for refugees when and where they need help most. We are a Jewish humanitarian 
organization that works in the United States and around the globe, and through a network of 
affiliates in more than 20 cities around the U.S., providing vital services to refugees and asylum 
seekers of all faiths so they can rebuild their lives in safety, and with dignity. With the Jewish 
community beside us, we also advocate for the rights of forcibly displaced people globally. Over 
our expansive history, we’ve confronted—and overcome—formidable challenges facing 
refugees. Today, we are a leader with the expertise, partnerships, and values necessary to 
respond to the global crisis. Refugees deserve a world in which they find welcome, safety, and 
freedom. With you, we can create it. Join us. 
 
• Learn about the global refugee crisis and how to make our world safer and more welcoming. 
• Visit HIAS.org to learn about our work in the U.S. and around the world. 
• Donate to HIAS, or directly to HIAS’ Legal Team. Your gift will make an immediate impact on 

the lives of refugees and asylum seekers. 
• Take action. Speak up, show up, or organize your community to advocate for the rights of 

refugees and asylum seekers everywhere. 
• Volunteer your time and talents directly to help refugees and asylum seekers near you. 
• Welcome the Stranger. Learn about the Jewish values we bring to our work and how you can 

live them out every day. 
• Follow HIAS on social media (Facebook – Instagram – Twitter) to stay informed on refugee 

news and ways to help. 
 
 
 

https://www.hias.org/
https://act.hias.org/page/6048/donate/1
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme/HIASLegal
https://www.hias.org/get-involved/take-action
https://www.hias.org/get-involved/volunteer
https://www.facebook.com/HIASrefugees
https://www.instagram.com/hiasrefugees/
https://twitter.com/HIASrefugees
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What is Parole? What is Reparole? 
 
Parole: Generally, parole is a temporary U.S. immigration benefit accorded to an individual, on a 
case-by-case basis, based on an urgent humanitarian need. A grant of parole is issued only once; 
it cannot be “renewed,” and it cannot be used to leave/re-enter the U.S. a subsequent time.  An 
individual granted parole (a “parolee”) can qualify for employment authorization based on the 
underlying parole status, valid for the duration of the approved parole status. 
 
Re- Parole: Even though parole cannot be renewed, USCIS may issue a new period of parole to a 
current parolee, on a case-by-case basis, where an urgent humanitarian need continues to exist. 
And although a parolee who obtains reparole does not “renew” their work authorization, they 
can qualify for a new employment authorization document based upon the new period of parole.  

Who are Afghan Parolees for Reparole Purposes? 
After the Government of Afghanistan fell to the Taliban in 2021, many Afghans were evacuated 
on an emergency basis and brought to the U.S. Most did not have permission to enter the US, 
and the most efficient way for this population to enter was to provide them with parole. Parole 
permitted Afghan parolees to stay in the US for two years and authorized them to work during 
their parole status. In recognition of the circumstances surrounding their evacuation, Afghan 
parolees have been afforded additional benefits not available to other categories of parolees.   

Eligibility For Reparole 
An Afghan parolee is eligible for reparole if: 

1) They have “OAR,” “OAW,” or “PAR” on their “Class of Admission” on their I-94, Record 
of Entry AND 

2) They either: 
o were paroled into the U.S. between 7/30/2021 and 9/30/2022, or  
o are the legal spouse, child, parent, or legal guardian of an Afghan paroled into the 

U.S. during those dates. 
   

If an Afghan believes that they are eligible for reparole but see a different class of admission on 
their I-94, they should email CBP at oawi94adjustments@cbp.dhs.gov to request that their class 
of admission be updated before filing for reparole.  

  

mailto:oawi94adjustments@cbp.dhs.gov
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Who qualifies for Afghan Reparole  
 
USCIS will automatically consider and grant reparole to certain Afghan parolees based on pending 
applications for permanent immigration status in the U.S. Others must affirmatively apply for 
reparole. 

Automatic Reparole 
The following Afghan parolees are eligible for automatic reparole, and should not submit an 
application for reparole: 

• Asylum applicants;  
• Derivative spouses/children of asylum applicants; and 
• Applicants for Adjustment of Status (green cards) 

Must Apply For Reparole 
The following Afghan parolees should plan to file for reparole:  

• Those not noted above, including:  
o SIV-eligible Afghans awaiting COM approval (who have not filed for adjustment of 

status yet);  
o TPS Applicants;  
o TPS Holders;  
o Parolees without other applications pending. 

Do Not Need Reparole  
The following Afghan parolees do not need to file reparole:  

• Asylees (approved asylum application);  
• Refugees;  
• Permanent Residents (green card holders);  
• U.S. citizens (including babies born in the US to Afghan parolee parents). 

Ineligible For Reparole 
The following Afghan parolees are not eligible for reparole:  

• Afghans who did not enter during the designated time period noted above, and/or  
• Afghans who entered the US with a different visa or other status, and/or 
• Afghans who entered the US without inspection. 
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What to do if automatically considered for Afghan Reparole 
• Update Address: If the parolee has moved since they filed their application for asylum or 

adjustment of status, they should update their address with USCIS by using Form AR-11, 
either online or by mail. 

• Wait Patiently:  We hope and expect USCIS will process automatic reparole for eligible 
Afghans in a timely manner so that individuals do not risk losing their employment 
authorization. 

• If approved: The original employment authorization will be extended through the issuance 
of a Form I-797C, Notice of Additional Action, sent to your client’s address of record with 
USCIS.  Individuals who would like to obtain an EAD card may file a Form I-765, Application 
for Employment Authorization, using category “(c)(11),” which will be fee-exempted and 
processed as part of this streamlined reparole application process with their I-797C. 

 
How to apply for Afghan Reparole 
 

Practice Pointer: A parolee applying for reparole must do so before their current 
parole expires.  If your client’s parole expires within the next 6-7 months, we 
recommend filing for reparole as soon as possible.  

Online  
An Afghan parolee can apply for reparole online by using their myUSCIS account and completing 
Form I-131. An attorney can submit the application for their client by completing the application 
through their (attorney) myUSCIS portal first, and then sending the application to the client for 
review/approval before submission. USCIS has encouraged parolees to file online if feasible. 
 

Practice Pointer: Each parolee must submit their own application for reparole.  If 
a family is applying together, each member of the family, including minors, must 
have their own application.  If filing online, this means that each family member 
(even minors) needs their own myUSCIS account to submit their respective 
application online.  

 
Please see Appendix A for an annotated online reparole application.  

By Mail  
A parolee may file their application for reparole on paper by completing Form I-131 (available 
from the USCIS website) and mailing it to USCIS.  An attorney can represent their client in this 
process by including with the reparole application a Form G-28, Entry of Appearance as Attorney. 
 

Practice Pointer: Each parolee must submit their own application for reparole.  If 
a family is applying together, each member of the family, including minors, must 
have their own application.  

 

https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-131.pdf
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How to Put Together an Afghan Reparole Application 

If Filing Online: Create Your myUSCIS Account and Add Your Client 
Before filing, create an attorney account with myUSCIS. The process is straightforward and 
detailed instructions can be found here: How to Create a USCIS Online Account | USCIS 

After creating your account, add your client as a client.  Select the “add client” button and provide 
basic biographical information about your client.  You must add your client as a client before you 
are able to access any online forms.  Your client’s information will need to match this information 
exactly to properly complete the I-131 form electronically.  

From your myUSCIS account, select your client and then select “I-131” as the form you would like 
to file on your client’s behalf.  Please see Appendix A on how to fill out the form. 
 
After completing the form from your end, submit it for your client’s review. Once submitted, the 
system will provide the attorney with a unique code to give to the client, so that the client can 
approve of the attorney’s representation and the application can be sent to the client for review.  
 
If the client does not already have a myUSCIS account, they should make one when they get the 
email from the attorney. The client will have 30 days to connect and review the application before 
the application is deleted from the system. If your client needs assistance creating a myUSCIS 
account, refer to these instructions in Dari and Pashto. 

Reparole Application Checklist 
 Form G-28, Entry of Appearance as Attorney 
 Form I-131, Application for Travel Document (Note: This is the name of the form, it is used 

for various types of applications, including travel documents. The authorization of reparole 
does not authorize a parolee to travel abroad) 

o Practice Pointer: Write “EXPEDITE - REPAROLE” at the top of the first page of the form, 
if filing on paper 
 

 Supporting documents: 
o Proof of identity: An official photo identity document that shows the applicant’s 

name, date of birth, and photo. It may be: 
 an EAD,  
 the biographic page of their passport,  
 a valid government-issued driver’s license or identification card, or  
 other official government identity document   

o Optional: Copy of I-94, showing eligibility for reparole 
Practice Pointer: If filing online, supporting documents should be saved in JPG, 
JPEG, PDF, TIF or TIFF format.  

 
 Filing Fee: There is no filing fee for Afghan parolees seeking reparole   

https://www.uscis.gov/file-online/how-to-create-a-uscis-online-account
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1m1nQPFwiX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndx9SL4LZlA
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Consequences of Obtaining Reparole  
 

What does Afghan Reparole provide? 
Lawful Immigration Status: An individual granted reparole will enjoy lawful immigration status 
in the US. They do not accrue unlawful presence and are permitted to remain in the US for the 
duration of their parole period. 
 
Employment Authorization: An individual automatically granted reparole will receive an 
approval notice from USCIS on Form I-797C, Notice of Additional Action, which will show that the 
parolee’s work authorization has been extended for the duration of their new parole period. That 
Form I-797C – in conjunction with the parolee’s expired work permit – will be sufficient to 
establish employment eligibility for an employer. The parolee may also apply for a new work 
permit if they prefer to have a work permit document that does not appear expired; that 
application is submitted on Form I-765, and the category of eligibility is (c)(11) for parolees. An 
individual who applies for reparole, and requests a new EAD, will receive a new EAD valid for the 
new period of parole.  
 
Resettlement Benefits: An individual granted reparole will remain eligible for government 
benefits through their local resettlement agency. 

What does Afghan Reparole NOT provide? 
Permission To Travel Abroad: A parolee who leaves the US risks not being able to lawfully return.  
 
Permanent Immigration Status: Parole does not provide a pathway to permanent immigration 
status in the US. A parolee who is interested in remaining in the US permanently should consult 
a trusted immigration attorney about their options for permanent legal immigration status.  
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Frequently Asked Questions  
 
• Even though my client is obviously inside the US, do I need to respond “I am outside the US, 

and I am applying for Advanced Parole Document”?  
o Yes.  USCIS has instructed Afghan parolees seeking reparole to respond this way, even 

though they are inside the US.  See examples below: 
 

Online Form Paper Form 
 

 

 
 

• It seems like many of the questions on this application don’t apply to my client.  Is it ok that I 
am leaving a lot of questions blank on the I-131 form? 

o Yes. This is normal.  Please see our annotated sample provided in Appendix A below. 
 

• My client has already filed for asylum. They should be eligible for automatic reparole but have 
“DT” class of admission on their I-94. What should I do? 

o Email CBP at oawi94adjustments@cbp.dhs.gov to request that their class of 
admission be updated, to ensure that they will be automatically considered for 
reparole.  
 

• Are the “OAW” and “OAR” parole categories interchangeable for purposes of the streamlined 
parole eligibility?  

o Yes 
 

• Must an applicant for reparole submit 2”x 2” photos with their application?  
o No 
 

• Can applicants check the box "Yes" for "Are you requesting expedited processing"?  
o Yes, they can request expedited processing. 
 

mailto:oawi94adjustments@cbp.dhs.gov
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• Is additional evidence of the ongoing humanitarian circumstances in Afghanistan required for 
an Afghan parolee to benefit from the streamlined reparole process?   

o No. 
 

• My client previously filed a Form I-131 to request reparole before the new streamlined 
process became available on June 8, 2023. What should we do now?  

o You may submit a new request using the streamlined process to take advantage of 
the fee-exemption and concurrent EAD processing.  If you submit a new request under 
this streamlined process, you may withdraw your pending request by 
emailing HumanitarianParole@uscis.dhs.gov.  Please include your IOE receipt 
number and “Afghan Reparole” in the subject line of your message.  Note, however, 
that any filing fees paid to USCIS will not be refunded. 

o If you prefer not to apply again under the new streamlined process, USCIS will still 
consider your already-filed request as part of this streamlined process, but you will 
not be able to seek an EAD concurrently; you will need to separately request a new 
EAD by filing a Form I-765, which will be fee exempted and streamlined. Please still 
alert USCIS to your prior filing by emailing HumanitarianParole@uscis.dhs.gov. Please 
include “Afghan Reparole” and the receipt number in the subject of your email. 

o If you do not withdraw a previously filed reparole request (before June 8, 2023), your 
reparole decision may take longer to process, and you will need to submit a separate 
Form I-765 to request a new EAD after your Form I-131 is approved.  

 

 

  

mailto:HumanitarianParole@uscis.dhs.gov
mailto:HumanitarianParole@uscis.dhs.gov
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Appendix 

Appendix A: Sample Online I-131 Reparole Application 
 
The most recent edition of the I-131 form and instructions should always be downloaded directly 
from the USCIS website, here: https://www.uscis.gov/i-131  
 
We include below a sample I-131, Application for Reparole, annotated with explanations. The 
sample shows how our fictional applicant, Mickey The Mouse, would have completed his online 
I-131 Application for Reparole.  
 
Please note that the sample below is for an online application. Remember, if you are filing by 
paper, you must handwrite “REPAROLE” at the top of the form.  
 
If you choose to paper file, we advise sending the application with tracking information, for 
example via USPS certified mail, UPS, FedEx, or DHL. This will give you the opportunity to confirm 
when the application was delivered to USCIS. When you submit the application by mail, where 
you send your application may depend on where you live.  Check the USCIS website for the most 
up-to-date information about filing addresses: https://www.uscis.gov/i-131-addresses 
 

What to keep in mind about the form? 

 If you are filing online, you must select the “Reparole” checkbox (see below); if you are filing 
by paper, you must handwrite “REPAROLE” at the top of the form 

 EAD: Indication of interest in a new employment authorization document (EAD) – check “yes” 
or “no” both on paper and online  

 Make sure to respond “I am outside the United States, and I am applying for Advanced Parole 
Document” both on paper and online  

 
Disclaimer: The information in the Sample Application below is completely fictional. Do not copy 
this information onto your client’s I-131 Application.  
 

https://www.uscis.gov/i-131
https://www.uscis.gov/i-131-addresses
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Make sure to answer 
“I am outside the 
United States, and I 
am applying for 
Advanced Parole 
Document” both 
online and on paper 
form. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make sure to answer 
“yes” to this 
question. For paper 
form – make sure to 
write “REPAROLE” at 
the top of the form 
for paper filing. 
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Select “yes” to both 
questions if you are 
entering your 
appearance as 
attorney online. Be 
sure to submit Form 
G-28 if entering 
your appearance as 
attorney on a paper 
filing. 
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Complete information 
about the preparer (the 
attorney).  
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Provide client’s 
biographic 
information.  
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Make sure to 
provide the most 
up to date contact 
and address 
information for 
the client. 
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Provide your 
client’s date of 
birth and 
country of birth 
/ citizenship. 
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Provide your client’s A 
number. It can be found on 
their EAD, as shown in the 
example. 
 
 
 
Provide your client’s social 
security number. 
 
 
 
Make sure to pick the correct 
class of admission. Please see 
above for cases where the 
client’s class of admission is 
something other than “OAR” 
or “PAR” and needs to be 
corrected. 
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Please note, these two 
questions about 
departure/travel 
abroad are not 
relevant for parolees 
and can be left blank. 
 
 
 
 
 

Likely will answer “no” 
to this question. 
Please let the HIAS 
team know if you 
believe the answer is 
“yes.” 
 
 
 
Likely will answer “no” 
to this question. 
Please let the HIAS 
team know if you 
believe the answer is 
“yes.” 
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Select the first 
option (“To the 
physical address 
you provided in 
the “About You” 
section”).  The 
address should 
automatically 
appear here.  
Make sure to 
check that the 
address is 
correct. 
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You may choose to 
provide an explanation for 
why your client is applying 
for reparole, or you can 
leave this whole page 
blank. 
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A photo is not 
required for an 
application for 
reparole. 
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Submit a valid identity 
document and I-94 through 
this page. 
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An Afghan parolee seeking 
reparole does not need to submit 
additional documents in support 
of their application. 
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Make sure to 
review the full 
application before 
you submit. 
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