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Form I-589 Application for Asylum
Applicant: X
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	Applicant’s Affidavit—Applicant is a native of Afghanistan and a former member of the Government Office, as well as a member of the Tajik ethnic minority. Applicant was a vocal opponent of the Taliban and publicly well-known for his TV addresses and political publications. He fears being tortured and killed by the Taliban as a former member of the democratic Afghan government, as well as for his history of study in the United States as a Fulbright Scholar. Applicant respectfully requests asylum so he can remain safely in the United States.

Tazkira (Pashto + English translation)—Showing Applicant’s Afghan citizenship and Tajik ethnicity.

Passport and visa—Showing Applicant’s Afghan citizenship and arrival in the United States.
Error Notification (Passport birth year incorrect)—Explanation of an error that was made translating Applicant’s birth year from the Persian calendar to the Gregorian. 
Receipt of Mr. Ahmad’s admission to the Fulbright Scholars program. Date.—Applicant is a former Fulbright Scholar.
Screenshots from Applicant’s News Appearances

· TOLO News appearance 1. Applicant appears on Afghanistan’s TOLO News Network to discuss government efforts against the Taliban at a roundtable.

· TOLO News appearance 2. As previous.

· TOLO News appearance 3. Applicant appears on a TOLO News Network talk show to discuss peace in Afghanistan with a host.

· TOLO News appearance 4. As previous.

· TOLO News appearance 5. As previous.

· BBC News appearance 1. Applicant appears on BBC Persian to discuss work of the Afghan ministry of defense with a host.

· BBC News appearance 2. As previous.

Photo evidence of Applicant’s Government Work

· IMG4. Photograph of Applicant during a discussion on transferring security control of certain military bases from the United States military to the Afghan military.

· IMG5. Photograph of Applicant and others welcoming the new director general of Office.

· IMG6. As previous.

· IMG7. Applicant and others say a customary Islamic prayer for good fortune for the new director general of the Office.

State Department Report on Afghanistan 2021—Showing Taliban targeting former government officials and Taliban government unable to control reprisal killings by Taliban rank-and-file and the prevalence of TOLO TV, on which Applicant appeared several times as a political speaker.
“Tolo TV, a commercial television station broadcasting programming through major cities across the country, scaled back programming in September in an act of self-censorship.” [pg. 28]
Screenshots from Video Showing Aftermath of Taliban Raid on Applicant’s Family Home

· IMG8. Capture from Mr. Ahmad’s sister’s video of the September Taliban raid on Mr. Ahmad’s family home.

· IMG9. As previous.

Letter of confirmation—Letter from the deputy national security advisor of Afghanistan confirming Applicant’s employment with the government.

Resume showing previous work in the United States and with the United States military. Date.—Record of Applicant’s history working and studying in the United States.

Email chain demonstrating American efforts to evacuate Mr. Ahmad from Afghanistan for his safety. Date.—United States personnel are aware Applicant faces significant risk.
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	Affidavit of Affiant 1—Letter recommending X for the Special Immigrant Visa program on the basis of his exemplary work in support of the United States military and the particular risk he faces from the Taliban. Date.

Affidavit of Affiant 2—Letter recommending X for Priority-1 resettlement owing to his work for the U.S. government and the risks of his remaining in Afghanistan. Date.

Affidavit of Affiant 3—Letter corroborating X’s work for the Afghan government and the risks he faces in Afghanistan.

Affidavit of Affiant 5—Letter from Applicant’s sister testifying to X’s work opposing the Taliban and recounting Taliban raids on family residences.
Copy of Affiant 5’s passport—Evidence of identity.
Affidavit of Affiant 4—Letter from a former coworker acknowledging X’s work in the security sector and the risk it creates for him now.

Article—Applicant has published several pieces, widely read in Afghanistan, about the need to strengthen the Afghan response against the Taliban.

Letter from the Afghan Office of National Security Council on the Taliban targeting individuals, Date (Pashto + English translation)—Applicant is identified by name and rank as of particular risk of being targeted for assassination by the Taliban and is advised to take security precautions.
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	Affidavit of Affiant 6—Letter corroborating Applicant’s work with the United States government and the particular risk he faces if returned to Afghanistan.
New York Times. “The Taliban Promised Them Amnesty. Then They Executed Them.” April 12th, 2022. 

“The video, the product of a seven-month investigation by the Opinion Video team of The New York Times, reveals that nearly 500 former government officials and members of the Afghan security forces were killed or forcibly disappeared during the Taliban’s first six months in power.”

The Guardian “Former British embassy driver badly beaten in Kabul” October 5th, 2021. 

“Last month a pregnant Afghan policewoman was reported to have been killed by the Taliban, and there have been many other reports of attacks on people who worked for international organisations and the previous regime.”

Human Rights Watch. “Afghanistan: Taliban Kill, ‘Disappear’ Ex-Officials” November 30th , 2021. 

“The Taliban leadership has directed members of surrendering security force units to register to receive a letter guaranteeing their safety. However, Taliban forces have used these screenings to detain and summarily execute or forcibly disappear people within days after they register, leaving their bodies for their relatives or communities to find.”

TOLO News “Taliban Closes Bank Accounts of Officials From Former Govt” September 9th, 2021. 

“Bank accounts of some former government officials who fled the country have been closed by the Taliban.”

Reuters “Afghans scramble to delete digital history, evade biometrics” August 17th, 2021.


“‘This technology is likely to include access to a database with fingerprints and iris scans, and include facial recognition technology,’ the group added.”

Human Rights Watch. “New Evidence That Biometric Data Systems Imperils Afghans” March 30th, 2022.

“The Taliban have previously used biometric data to target people. In 2016 and 2017, journalists reported that Taliban fighters were using biometric scanners to identify and summarily execute bus passengers whom they determined were security force members, all the Afghans interviewed mentioned those incidents.” 

“The system holds at a minimum a person’s name, father’s and grandfather’s name, national identity number, physical description, place of origin, place and date of birth, sex, marital status, religion, tribal links, ethnicity, first language, profession, level of education, level of literacy, and biometrics (iris scan, fingerprints, and photograph).”

The New York Times. “Taliban Search Operation Echoes Resented U.S. Tactics” March 2nd, 2022. 

“But members of ethnic minorities have accused the Taliban of targeting them for their ethnicity, adding to their resentment of an interim government that, like the Taliban itself, is composed mostly of southern Pashtuns.”

The Atlantic “I Know the Government Fell, But I Never Fell” March 10th, 2022.

“But on the day the war started, with the world distracted by Putin’s invasion, Talib fighters began going house to house in Kabul in pursuit of the regime’s supposed enemies. The targets of these ongoing searches are Afghans who served in the former government or military, especially members of the Hazara and Tajik ethnic minorities. The hunt is spreading around the country, putting the lives of thousands of Afghans in danger.”
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	Evidence that Client entered the United States less than one-year ago

	Y
Z
	1. DS2019 form

2. I-94 form with travel history
Additional Documents

Legal memo in support of Applicant—Legal memo detailing Applicant’s case and how it meets the standards for asylum.




