DMG&E Tips for Refugee Youth
Academic Enrichment Programs

Definition of Academic Enrichment

“Immigration has had such a profound effect on our society....And no where is that impact more obvious than in our schools.”
— Monica Friedlander (1)

Academic Enrichment includes highly interactive activities that expand on students' learning in ways different from
methods used during school.(2) These activities often are interactive and enhance a student's education by pro-
moting new concepts or use old concepts in new ways. Academic enrichment activities impart knowledge in a fun
way and use skills stressed in school to real-life experiences.

Understanding Refugee Youth

Refugee youth come from a wide diversity of backgrounds, beliefs, educa-
tion and social classes. It is critical to assist educators in acquiring skills to
avoid stereotypes, recognize cultural and individual differences, and work to
develop cross-cultural communication for refugee youth and the host popu-
lation. (3) When designing academic enrichment programs, staff must be
aware of:

e Cultural differences

e language ability

e Literacy level

e Logistics (time, transportation, etc.)

Key Components of Academic Enrichment

Academic enrichment programs should address the needs of recently ar-
rived refugee youth with possible limited English proficiency (LEP) that may
need an adjustment period to better adapt to school and society. These
youths may be longing for an emotionally safe atmosphere in which to make
these adjustments. Ultimately refugee academic enrichment programs
should focus on helping these youth to rapidly learn English, become accul-
turated, while strengthening their self-esteem.

Refugee and Family Integration

Education is closely linked with refugee families’ integration. Helping fami-
lies to get involved with school enables them to reinforce learning at home
and better adapt to their environment. By involving all families within the
school it facilitates a multicultural perspective that builds self-esteem by
recognizing the cultures of all students in the classroom. Parent involve-
ment is associated with children’s academic success in the short and long
term. (4)




Key Outcomes of Refugee Youth Academic Enrichment Programs

IMI = fN&al IOMAL
T

ESCU

<eunirrze Academic enrichment programs can increase parent involvement
in the school, enhance parent-teacher communication and help
in the family’s overall cultural adjustment.

Examples of parent Involvement:(5)
e Volunteering at school
e Communicating with teachers and other school personnel
e Attending school events, PTA meetings, and parent- teacher
conferences
e Assisting with academic activities at home

Other refugee youth academic enrichment key outcomes include:(6)
e School retention

Increased attendance

Understanding of education systems

Acquiring/Reinforcing basic academic/cognitive skills

(reading, writing, and mathematics)

Enhanced oral and interpersonal communication skills

Improving English language proficiency skills

Developing student/teacher relationships

Technology skills

Motivation

Key Partners of Refugee Youth Academic Enrichment Programs

Successful academic enrichment programs involve various partnerships.
Working relationships with refugee and host community parents is critical to
acculturation, eliminating stereotypes and increasing multicultural perspec-
tives.

Partnerships with teachers, school administrators and parent groups allow
staff to take advantage of pre-existing infrastructure and organization. It is
also critical to develop partnerships with the refugee youth as well as youth
within the community to increase peer networks.

Data Collection

Examples of data collection methods that can be used by academic enrich-
ment program staff include:

e Reviewing academic transcripts

e Reviewing attendance sheets

e Teacher and parent focus groups

e Surveys (for parents, educators, youth)




Examples of Refugee Youth Academic Enrichment Programs(7)
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utilized with youth:

Children's Theatre Workshop

Students learn about theatre while rehearsing and
later performing one-act plays - many of which deal
with character education.

Country Study
Participants use themes to study different countries.

They study the culture of these other countries by
reading stories, learning songs, listening to music,
learning about and playing games, learning about
food, etc.

Dance a Story
Every person tells a story through dance. By explor-

ing their own story and to create their own dance,
children will learn about expression.

Family Fun Night
Parents take part in the program activities with their

children. Students select an activity that both they
and their parents can share in.

Family History Cooking Project

Students read and check out books on food to take
home and read with their parents. They then pick out
a favorite family dish and discuss the history with
their parents.

= The following are examples of academic enrichment programs and activities that have been

Reading Buddies

Students who need help reading are paired with
sixth- and seventh-grade students who can sit with
them and read a book of their choosing out loud for
20 minutes.

Reading Rally
College students read to elementary age students.

The college students assist the elementary stu-
dents in creating their own books.

School Newspaper

Middle school students write, edit, and design a
school newspaper. The newspaper should be pro-
duced and distributed to all students and faculty in
the school as well as placed in various businesses
in the area

Scrap Book
Students generate a scrap book about the after

school program. They can write about the pro-
gram's activities, take pictures and present photo
samples of what they have been doing.

West African Drum Club

The West African Drum Club is an activity in which
children learn the history of West African music and
instruments. The main focus is drums. Fourth to
sixth graders usually participate in this activity.

Youth Entrepreneurial Training
This activity involves creating
a concession stand to allow  *
participants to learn inven-
tory, customer service skKills,
cashier skKills, and business
planning.
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VISIT our Office:
International Rescue Committee
122 East 42nd Street
New York, NY 10168-1289
Phone: (212) 551-3100

Fax: (212) 551-3101
www.thelRC.org
(Bring photo ID to enter the building)
Directions: Take the 4,5,6,7, or S trains to GRAND CENTRAL STATION




